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News from GEOTRAINET (Geo-Edu-
ion for a sustainable geothermal

heating and cooling market).

Intelligent Energy Europe Project:

TEE/07/581/512.499061

GEOTRAINET is a European initiative
supported by European Commission’s
“Intelligent Energy”. As was presented
in the European Geologists n® 26 and 28
the objective of this project s 10 develop
European Education programme as an
important step towards the centification of
geothermal instaltations. From the differ-
ent groups of professionals mvolved in
a GSHP. the GEOTRAINET project is
focused on two target groups: designers
(those who carry out feasibility and design
studies) and drillers (who muake the bore-
holes and insert the tubes).

The duration of the project is 30 months
from | September 2008,

Itwill resultinaneducationprogramme.
didactic materials. training courses and
development of an e-teaming platform.
Training structures in eight EU countries
will be established for professionals of
the geothermal sector. A programme and
all registration details for all the courses
is available on the Geotrainet webpage:
wwWaLgeatramel.en

So far. we have conducted five train-
ing courses of the eight courses under his
project.

The main preliminary lessons learnt
from this first half pant of the project are;
The group of experts was drawn from pro-

fessionals with the full range of qualifi-

cations and experience relevant to the
sector of GSHP. The expert platforms
created provided a very complete vision
of the curricula necessary for design-
ers and drillers. By working together.
experts from different countries have
provided a very rich exchange of prac-
tice between the countries. Similarly.
the invelvement of participants from
different countries and with a range of
experience and qualifications has pro-
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vided a very rich forum for the GSHP-
sector, The feedback of the participants
in the courses has allowed refinement
and improvement of the course pro-

grammes,

A strong demand exists from the GSHP
market for training activities for design-
ersand fordrillers. The two courses held
during this period could not accommeo-
date the large number of applications
who wished 1o attend. The demsand for
certification also appears to be very
high. especially in the countries with
less developed GSHP markets.

The demand for courses in European
countries is also high: there have been
more countries expressing interest in
organizing courses than the eight coun-
iriesplanned duringthe GEQTRAINET
project period. Based on the impact of
the European Directive on promotion
of the use of energy from renewable
sources, there is a very high demand
10 provide training courses in all EU
countries. The first and third courses of
GEOTRAINET were oriented to pre-
pare trainers in Europe and they have
been a success. The work on the Edu-
cation structure in Europe carried out
in the WPS of this project will be an
important reference for this demand.

Dr Kabel Fernandez Fuemes, EFG (fhce
Direcror

News from Euro-Ages (European|
Accredited  Geological Study  Pro-
grammes).

Eur-Ages Final Conference.22 Oeto-
ber 2010 at the Hotel Eben, 15-17 Nagy
Lajos kiraly str., 1148 Budapest, Hun-
2ArY, WWW.euro-ages.eu.

Overthepastyear, thepartnersinthe EURO-
AGES project have worked towards devel-
oping a European qualification framework
for geology, in the first and second cyeles
defined by the Bologna process. based on
learning outcomes rather than input factors
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Lifelong Learning Programme

(course curricula). The objectives of the
work are to increase transparency of Earth
Seiences qualifications across Europe and
therefore to facilitate improved academic
and professional mobility across Eurape.
At the same time, the project aims to

encourage students and graduates in the

field of geology, as well as professional
geologists. to pursue Life Long Leaming.
The praject objectives are being achieved
through a structured exchange of best prac-
tices, expertise and country characteristics
of professional practices in geology in the
differeni European countries. The project
has identified important reference points
for quality assurance and related recogni-
tion issues focused on leamning outcomes.

The project is supported by the Euro-
pean Commission. DG Education and
Culture.

The final conference will be held on the
occasion of the conclusion of the Euro-
Ages project in Budapest. Hungary on 22
October 2010,

During the plenary session on the first
day. participants will be briefly introduced
to the Euro-Ages Framework Standards
and Accreditation Criteria that have been
elaborated and tested by the Project Con-
sortium,

The nature and ohjectives of a future
Euro-Ages Quality Network will be pre-
sented. The lazter is envisaged 10 ensure
the sustainability of the Euro-Ages project
results through the award of a Euro-Ages
Quality Label for successfully evaluated
first and second eycle programmes in the
field of geology. Aspects of field-specific
quality assurance will be discussed by a
panel drawn from academics and repre-
semtatives of industry,

The conference programme and regis-
tration form are available onthe Euro-Ages
website: finp. v ewro-ages,en
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The Haiti Disaster
Two Water Supply Projects to start basic
reconstruction
During January and part of February 2010,
the whole World followed with great con-
cem the Haiti Disaster and many have
taken direct part in humanitarian aid.
Most Countries have been represented
on site, with volunteer organizations and
aiso Army personnel.
But. at present there is a great "media
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